
B. H. LIDDELL HART -- "STRATEGY" -- 1967 

His Orientation 

• Personal Experiences with WWI trench 
warfare 

• Study of Great Captains and their 
Campaigns 

1 Study of Great Theorists and their 
ideas 

AIM 

Strategic/Tactical Maxims 

• Adjust your end to your means. It is folly to 
bite off more than you can chew ... 

• Keep your object always in mind, while adapting 
your plan to circumstances. 

• Choose the line (or course) of least expectation. 

• Exploit the line of least resistance. 

• Take a line of operations which offers alternative 
objectives. . .. thus put your opponent on the horns 
of a dilemma ... 

• Ensure that both plan and dispositions are ... 
adaptable to circumstances. Your dispositions 
(formation) should be such as to allow ... 
adaptation in the shortest possible time. 

• Do not throw your weight into a stroke whilst your 
opponent ... is well placed to parry or evade it. 

• Do not renew an attack along the same line (or in 
the same form) after it has once failed. 

Avoid a massive bloodbath and avoid widespread destruction, 
yet achieve victory, by adhering to the strength against 
weakness philosophy embodied in the above maxi~s. 



POINT-OF-DEPARTURE 

"Terrain doesn't fight wars; machines don't fight wars; people do" 

therefore 

If people fight wars then we should have some appreciation of human nature. 



? RAISES FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION ? 

How do we deal with competition that results from pursuit of this goal? 



THEME 

, Perform many-sided implicit cross-referencing projections, correlations and rejections 
for appropriate orientation toward existing situation and unfolding circumstances 

which, in turn, allows us to 

• Operate inside adversaries• observation-orientation-decision-action loops as basis to 
destroy their internal cohesion or harmony while improving one's own, thereby 
diminish their freedom-of-action to cope with unfolding circumstances while maintaining 
or improving one's own 

which, in turn, allows us to 

• Improve our ability, while diminishing adversaries' ability, to gather-store-transform­
expend energy and information in a variety of (directed) ways to shape and adapt to 
environment and changes thereto. 



UNDERLYING THEME 

Improve our ability while interfering with adversary's ability to generate/expend 

information and energy in directed ways. 
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